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Rockefeller, Carnegie, Morgan, and many more industrial revolutionaries shaped the economic development during the gilded age. Their influence culminated in an increase per capita from $500 to $1,100 within less than 50 years.  America's wealth blossomed set by landmark explosions of industrial and agricultural technology, with the patent office recording a twelve times increase. The existence and livelihoods of 75 million people in America are at the foot of just a handful of powerful and prominent people (Purdy, 2012). Their rise to fortune came at the expense of laborers earning ten cents per hour, working for 60 hours in a week (Reuter, 2014). The people in question even founded a scapegoat in trusts and holding companies to evade the regulations in place to avoid monopoly control over entire industries and ensure distribution of wealth.  Mergers led to the formation of cartels that required gentlemen agreements between former rivals to smooth out production in terms of prices and levels.  Though I neither characterize them as evil nor good, I do believe they were selfish and tyrannical. I do not think America would have been better off without their influence since they form a rich history of the rising to power and wealth for the nation. Their influence also shaped the golden age and set a landmark for future revolution.
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